MERCER ISLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT

Electronic Information System (Networks)

Acceptable Use and Code of Conduct Statement

We are pleased to offer students access to the district computer network.  Access to the network and Internet will enable students to explore thousands of libraries, databases, and bulletin boards while exchanging messages with Internet users throughout the world.  Families should be warned that some material accessible via the Internet may contain items that are illegal, defamatory, inaccurate or potentially offensive to some people.  To protect student access to objectional material, filtering software has been activated on the district network.  While our intent is to make Internet access available to further educational goals and objectives, students may find ways to access other materials as well.   We believe that the benefits to students from access to the Internet, in the form of information resources and collaboration, exceed any disadvantages.  For security and administrative purposes the district reserves the right for authorized personnel to review system use and file content.  User files and communications are not to be considered private or confidential.

Ultimately parents and guardians of minors are responsible for setting and conveying the standards that their children should follow when using media and information sources.  Therefore, we ask your assistance in discussing with your son or daughter the following acceptable use guidelines and student code of conduct statement.  Students are responsible for good behavior on school computer networks just as they are in school classrooms.  Individual users of the networks are responsible for their behavior and communications over those networks.  It is required that students comply with district acceptable use guidelines (Administrative Policy 2022) and  the code of conduct statement they have signed below:

Network Code of Conduct

1.
Be ethical and courteous.  Do not send hate, harassing or obscene content; use discriminatory or obscene remarks; or demonstrate other antisocial behaviors.

2.
Maintain the integrity of files, data, and equipment.  Do not modify or copy files/data of other users without their consent.  Do not destroy, modify, or abuse the  hardware or software in any way.

3.
Respect intellectual property.  Treat information created by others as the private property of the creator.  Respect copyrights of software (Board Policy 6007) and other materials (for example music, digital images, printed text, and videos).

4.
Protect the availability of the network for others.  Use the network in a way that does not disrupt its use by others.

5.
Maintain the integrity of the MISD network.  Do not develop or introduce viruses, worms, or other programs that potentially damage software components or computer systems.

6.
Use the MISD Network and the Internet for legitimate educational purposes only.  Do not use the network or Internet to access or process inappropriate or obscene material or pictures.

7.
Do not use the MISD Network for commercial or political purposes.

8.
Protect the security of any passwords.
9.
Maintain personal safety when utilizing interactive communication tools, such as wikis or blogs, by not sharing personal information.

As a user of the MISD computer network I have read and understand the district’s acceptable use guidelines (Administrative Regulation 6008.1) and code of conduct and agree to comply with the guidelines and code of conduct.  I understand that regular discipline, suspension and expulsion sanctions may apply to unauthorized activity or violations of this code of conduct.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of  Student



Date

Printed Name of Student

As the student’s parent/guardian I have read and reviewed the district’s acceptable use guidelines (Administrative Policy 2022) and code of conduct with my child.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of  Parent/Guardian


Date

Printed Name of Parent/Guardian

**PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN TO SCHOOL**

(Return to child’s homeroom teacher by September __, 2010
