Parameters for String Instruments

Acceptable for use in the MISD Orchestra Program

Since many string instruments do not have a brand or known maker, it is very difficult to make blanket recommendations. However, there are a number of logical and reasonable parameters which make choosing an instrument easier. An instrument that is not in proper adjustment is impossible to play and that is an instant recipe for failure. To ensure success please follow the following parameters.  
Rent or Purchase from a reputable instrument firm that has an easily accessible repair facility and stands behind their workmanship. Beware of instruments that you cannot physically inspect before investing. If you are purchasing from a private party ask to bring the instrument to the orchestra teacher.
Instrument

1) Bridge must be straight

2) Feet of the Bridge must be in contact with the top of the instrument

Give it the $ test – if you can slip a bill or piece of paper under the feet then the Bridge is leaning

Give it the Right Angle Test – the top of the instrument and the bridge should make a Right Angle

3) Sound post (on the inside) must be standing

4) Strings must be new 

5) Pegs must move easily and stay in place after being moved

6) There must be 4 fine tuners on the tail piece.

Bow

1) must tighten and loosen easily 
2) must have real horse hair

3) must retain its downward curve when tightened

