NAME _____________________________________

The Oregon Trail

Video Worksheet

PART ONE – Beginnings

Introduction:

1. What kind of people ‘won the West’ by participating in ‘The Great Migration’?  

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Motivations

2. List at least 6 reasons why pioneers chose to emigrate to the Oregon Territory. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

3. What is the meaning of the phrase ‘Manifest Destiny”? ________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

The Whitmans

4. What feat did Marcus and Narcissa Whitman accomplish in 1836 that people thought was impossible? _______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
The Pass
5. What was the South Pass and why was it important? __________________________

____________________________________________________________________
The Great Migration

6. In the spring of __________ (year) the Great Migration began. 

The first ___________________________ left St. Louis with nearly 1000 people.  

Boundaries

7. What country controlled the Oregon Country prior to 1818? __________________

8. In 1818, British and the United States agreed to ______________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Jumping Off

9. How did many pioneers make use of their waiting time in the ‘jumping off’ places?  (list at least 2 activities) _________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

10. What event would signal that it was time to begin the journey? ______________

____________________________________________________________________

Power

11. Pioneers had to decide whether to power their wagons with oxen or mules.  Make a chart that shows two pros and one con each for both oxen and mules.

First Hardships

12. What did people on the wagon trains quickly discover about their packing? ________

____________________________________________________________________

13. What did they do to lighten their load? _____________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

14. Describe the hardships endured by the people on the Oregon Trail. ______________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

PART TWO – Across the Plains

Camping

15. In a complete paragraph, describe a typical 24 hour day on the Oregon Trail. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

The Donner Tragedy  

16. What lesson did later parties learn from the Donner Party experience? ____________

____________________________________________________________________

17. In 1849, the Oregon Trail became especially crowded with wagon trains.  Why? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

The Indians

18. In the early days, how were most wagon train members treated b the Indians? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

19. After the early years, why did the Indians become alarmed? ____________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Accidental Death  

20. Nearly 1 in 10 participants in the Great Migration died.  Describe 2 common ways that many of them died. _________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Geographical Features and Challenges
21. Describe at least three services that a fort might provide for pioneers. _____________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

22. Why was South Pass the “Key to westward migration”? _______________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

23. Where were the Mormons on the trail headed? _______________________________

24. Explain the importance of the westward migration in setting the present-day boundaries of the Pacific Northwest. _____________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

PART FOUR – The Final Steps

25. What important commodity did Marcus and Narcissa Whitman provide to pioneers at their mission named Wailatpu? ___________________________________________

26. Describe the events that led to Marcus and Narcissa Whitman’s death. ____________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

27. Describe the reception that most emigrants received when they reached Fort Vancouver, the final stop on the Oregon Trail. _______________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

28. What did the provisional government of the Oregon Country give each male settler? ____________________________________________________________________

