NAME _____________________________________

GOVERNMENT WORKSHEET

Read Chapter 12 of the text Washington State.

Write or type your answers on a Separate Sheet of paper and in complete sentences unless otherwise noted in the directions. 

1. Keywords—Define the following keywords/phrases as they relate to Washington State government, using complete sentences:

· Initiative (also include a recent example) 

· Referendum (also include a recent example) 

· Recall (also include a recent example) 

· Partisan (also include an example of a partisan Washington elected official) 

· Non-partisan (also include an example of a non-partisan Washington elected official) 

· Criminal case

· Civil case
2. Answer completely and clearly—use complete sentences. 

1. What happens if a state law conflicts with a federal law?  Why?

2. About what percentage of Washington State’s revenue comes from the federal government? 

3. Give three examples of land in Washington State that is owned by the federal government. 

4. What is one way that Washington State’s Constitution is different form the US Constitution?  How is it similar? 

5. Why are legislative boundaries changed from time to time? 

6. What are four duties of the governor? 

7. What are three other official/agencies that are a part of the executive branch of Washington State government?  What does each do? 

8. What are four lesser units of government within Washington State? 

9. What are the requirements for a citizen to vote in Washington State? 

III. Government in your life—Use the League of Women voters’ pamphlet “Know Your government” or the Internet to find and list current answers to the following. 

1. Mercer Island is in the ____ congressional district and the ____ legislative district. 

2. Name the current congressional officials (both House and Senate) elected by MI voters (include the names and positions). 

3. Name the current legislative officials (both House and Senate) elected by MI voters (include the names and positions). 

4. Name a specific place where you can register to vote on Mercer Island. 

IV. Federal and State government—Differences and Similarities:  Copy and complete this chart:

 






         Federal 

WA State
	Name of law-making body (legislative branch) 
	
	

	     Lower house called:
	
	

	          # of members (total) 
	
	

	          # of members from each state/district
	
	

	          Length of term in office
	
	

	     Upper house called:
	
	

	          # of members (total) 
	
	

	          # of members from each state/district
	
	

	          Length of term in office
	
	

	     Special power
	
	

	Name/title of chief executive (executive branch) 
	
	

	          Length of term in office
	
	

	          Special power
	
	

	Name of highest court (judicial branch) 
	
	

	          Method of selection
	
	

	          Length of term in office
	
	

	          Special power
	
	


