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October 14, 2011
Dear Mercer Island Families of 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th Grade Students:  
We are initiating the process for identifying students who qualify for the Highly Capable Program for the 2012-2013 school year.  The Highly Capable Program, located at West Mercer Elementary and Islander Middle School, is based on the premise that highly capable students require modified instructional strategies to meet their learning needs. Students who are in the 98th or 99th percentile for cognitive abilities and 90th percentile and above for academic achievement and demonstrate exceptional characteristics of highly capable students (see attached) will be considered.    We offer the Highly Capable Program in grades three through eight.   Students who are currently in the Highly Capable Program will automatically be included in next year’s classes. 

Students may be nominated for the program by their parent or teacher.   They may also self nominate.   In all cases the parent must fill out an electronic or paper nomination form.  To complete an electronic nomination form, go to http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8MSLNPW.  The Highly Capable Program Policy, Testing Timeline and paper Nomination Form are available on the district website: http://www.misd.k12.wa.us/curriculum/gifted/gifted.html
If you believe your child may be highly capable, we encourage you to consider nominating him/her for the program.  The deadline for nominations to participate for the 2012-2013 school year is November 10, 2011. 
We use the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) to assess the student’s cognitive aptitude.   All second graders will take the Cognitive Abilities Test during the school day between December 5th and December 16th. Classroom teachers will send specific information with regard to the days and times.  Parents who would like their second grader considered for the HCP Program must also meet the November 10th nomination deadline.  However, parents will be contacted if a student who has not been nominated meets the CogAT criteria.  

The CogAT will be administered to nominated students in grades 3 through 7 during two early release Monday sessions. Students must attend both sessions. Testing will take place at the student’s home school.  Private school students (Grade 2 through 7) will be tested on the dates below and notified regarding the school location.

Monday, December 5:
Grades 3-5
 
2:00 - 3:30 pm




Grades 6-7 

1:30 - 3:00 pm


Monday, December 12:
Grades 3-5
 
2:00 - 4:00 pm




Grades 6- 7 

1:30 - 3:30 pm

Those students who meet the Cognitive Abilities Test criteria will take the achievement test, the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS), at the student’s home school.    The Reading and Math ITBS tests are scheduled on:


Monday, February 6:
Grade 2
(Survey)

2:15 - 4:15 pm 





Grades 3-5 (Reading)
2:15 - 3:45 pm





Grades 6-7 (Reading)
1:30 - 3:00 pm


Monday, February 13
Grade 3-5 (Math)

2:15 – 3:45 pm





Grades 6-7 (Math)
1:30 – 3:00 pm

For all testing, parents are responsible for student pick up.

By March 15th, parents will be notified of the results by mail.  If a parent feels that the either the Cognitive Abilities Test or the ITBS test results are not valid, he/she may appeal within 10 days after receiving the scores.  If the appeal is granted, the student may be required to take additional tests administered by the district.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.   

Sincerely, 
Kathleen Morrison

Director of Elementary Learning Support
